[march inquiry. The great majority of the cases embraced in this report are taken from hospital out-patients, among whom the women suffer frequently from dyspepsia, very much more so than do the men; and we can readily understand how the " measle" will have a higher chance of escaping death in a weak stomach, and subsequently making a home for itself in the bowels. As respects the diet itself, the risk run by men must be greater than that by women, as they eat a larger proportion of animal food, and, in Birmingham especially, 01 pork.
Our returns show that the male-fern, as a remedy, is of equal efficacy in both sexes.
Age. We will now give the experience of another hospital physician, Dr Wilks. Going round with him a few days ago, we saw at least a dozen cases of heart disease which had their origin in a former attack of rheumatism. When there was dropsy, the ordinary treatment was adopted; and when the heart was weak and irritable, iron and digitalis appeared to be Dr Wilks' favourite combination. He said that, as no medicine could alter the changes which had occurred in the valves, the only remedies which can be of use are those which tend to preserve the power of the muscular tissue, and, therefore, the great benefit of iron in weak heart. As regarded digitalis, he had always acted on the principle, that this remedy is efficacious in proportion to the weakness and irritability of the organ, and hence the reason why some had called it a tonic. Owing, however, to the prostration produced by its long continuance, a very prevalent opinion existed that it was a remedy not available in a depressed state of the system; whereas the opposite is the fact when the heart is concerned, a reduced frequency of the pulse being a more correct test of the influence of the medicine on the circulation than the force of the arterial action.
Dr Wilks mentioned an instance where a patient was literally restored to life by its use. The case was that of a woman, Avho, having long suffered from disease of the heart, had a severe flooding after labour. She was apparently in articulo mortis; her limbs were cold; the body in a state of deathly clammy sweat; the face livid ; no pulse to be felt at the wrist, and a mere fluttering to be heard when the ear was placed over the region of the heart. Brandy and ether had been given without any good effect, and, as dissolution was every moment expected, it was determined to try the effect of digitalis. Half 
